CHILDHOOD AND  EDUCATION
mother's house. On Sundays he was spared neither high Mass nor Vespers, and the sermons seemed long to the litttle schoolboy, hungering for freedom ; but, when he came home, there were the little Sunday treats, the old cook's tarts, and, above all, the delectable hours of silent reading, when he would become absorbed in the Arabian Nights or in Rip van Winkle. Thirteen years later he wrote, after a visit to his relations : " I am glad I spent a day at Rethel; their ways are old-fashioned, but I like them because they are natural and finished. Also they are very good people, and there is something within me particularly 'Rethelois,' the family sentiment."
M. Taine senior having succumbed, during the holidays of 1840., to the disease which was killing him, M. Adolphe Bezanson persuaded his sister to seek a mode of instruction less imperfect and more appropriate to the precocious intelligence of the young Hippolyte ; he chose for him the Mathe boarding-school, the scholars of which attended the classes of the Bourbon College. Hippolyte entered this school in 1841, at the age of thirteen and a half. Mme. Taine, being kept at Vouziers by the winding up of her husband's estate, was obliged to send her son to Paris by himself; but the boy being very tender-hearted and somewhat fragile, was unable to bear the sorrow of separation and the indifferent catering of the Parisian boarding-school, and his mother, becoming alarmed, hastened the arrangement of her affairs and joined him in Paris, with her two daughters. They settled down in the Batignolles district, which was at that time rather like a remote country town, and then began the life of ardent labour and austere seclusion which young Taine was to lead until he entered
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